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HOUSE BI LL 2297

Passed Legislature - 2003 3rd Special Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 3rd Speci al Session
By Representatives Haigh, Arnstrong, Kagi, N xon, Santos, H nkle,

Shabro, Tom Fromhold, Delvin, D ckerson, Alexander, MCoy, Ahern,
Si npson, Wods, dibborn, MDonald, Kenney, M/l oscia, Chase, Lantz,

Bai | ey, Schual - Ber ke, Hudgi ns, Fl anni gan, Dunshee, Ruder man,
Darneille, Upthegrove, Linville, Blake, Hunter, Quall, Hunt, Morris,
Wl | ace, Kessler, Veloria, Hanki ns, Lovi ck, Ei ckneyer, Ber key,

Ronero, Rockefeller, Mrrell and Sullivan; by request of Governor Locke

Prefiled 12/ 3/2003. Read first tinme 12/05/2003. Referred to .

AN ACT Relating to the cancellation of the 2004 presidential
primary; anmendi ng RCW 29.19. 020 and 29A. 56. 020; providing an effective
date; providing expiration dates; and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW29.19.020 and 1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 20 s 1 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

(1) On the fourth Tuesday in May of each year in which a president
of the United States is to be nomnated and elected, a presidential
primary shall be held at which voters may vote for the nom nee of a
maj or political party for the office of president. The secretary of
state may propose an alternative date for the primary no later than the
first day of August of the year before the year in which a president is
to be nom nated and el ect ed.

(2) No later than the first day of Septenber of the year before the
year in which a presidential nomnee is selected, the state commttee
of any nmajor political party that will use the primary results for
candidates of that party may propose an alternative date for that
primry.

p. 1 HB 2297. SL
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(3) If an alternative date is proposed under subsection (1) or (2)
of this section, a conmttee consisting of the chair and the vice-chair
of the state commttee of each major political party, the secretary of
state, the majority leader and mnority | eader of the senate, and the
speaker and the mnority | eader of the house of representatives shal
nmeet and, if affirnmed by a two-thirds vote of the nenbers of the
commttee, the date of the primary shall be changed. The commttee
shal |l neet and decide on the proposed alternate date not later than the
first day of October of the year before the year in which a
presidential nomnee is selected. The secretary of state shall convene
and preside over the neeting of the commttee. A comm ttee nenber
other than a legislator may appoint, in witing, a designee to serve on
his or her behalf. A legislator who is a nenber of the commttee may
appoint, in witing, another legislator to serve on his or her behalf.

(4) If an alternate date is approved under this section, the
secretary of state shall adopt rules under RCW 29.19.070 to adjust the
deadlines in RCW 29.19.030 and related provisions of this chapter to
correspond with the date that has been approved.

(5) No presidential primary may be held in 2004.

Sec. 2. RCW 29A. 56.020 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1402 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) On the fourth Tuesday in May of each year in which a president
of the United States is to be nomnated and elected, a presidential
primary shall be held at which voters may vote for the nom nee of a
maj or political party for the office of president. The secretary of
state may propose an alternative date for the primary no later than the
first day of August of the year before the year in which a president is
to be nom nated and el ect ed.

(2) No later than the first day of Septenber of the year before the
year in which a presidential nomnee is selected, the state commttee

of any nmajor political party that will use the primary results for
candidates of that party may propose an alternative date for that
primry.

(3) If an alternative date is proposed under subsection (1) or (2)
of this section, a conmttee consisting of the chair and the vice-chair
of the state commttee of each nmajor political party, the secretary of
state, the majority | eader and mnority | eader of the senate, and the
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speaker and the mnority | eader of the house of representatives shal
meet and, if affirnmed by a two-thirds vote of the nenbers of the
commttee, the date of the primary shall be changed. The commttee
shall neet and decide on the proposed alternate date not | ater than the
first day of October of the year before the year in which a
presidential nomnee is selected. The secretary of state shall convene
and preside over the neeting of the commttee. A comm ttee nenber
other than a legislator may appoint, in witing, a designee to serve on
his or her behalf. A legislator who is a nenber of the commttee may
appoint, in witing, another legislator to serve on his or her behalf.

(4) If an alternate date is approved under this section, the
secretary of state shall adopt rules under RCW 29A. 04.620 to adjust the
deadl i nes in RCW 29A.56. 030 and rel ated provisions of this chapter to
correspond with the date that has been approved.

(5) No presidential primary may be held in 2004.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Section 1 of this act is necessary for the
i mredi ate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state governnent and its existing public institutions,
and takes effect imedi ately.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Section 1 of this act expires July 1, 2004.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Section 2 of this act takes effect July 1,
2004.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Section 2 of this act expires January 1,
2005.

Passed by the House Decenber 5, 2003.

Passed by the Senate Decenber 5, 2003.

Approved by the Governor Decenber 9, 2003.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State Decenber 9, 2003.
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